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I am a research engineer with the Underwriters Laboratories
Firefighter Safety Research Institute. I have been working with
UL for about 2 years. Prior to that, I spent 15 plus years at the
University of Illinois Fire Service Institute (ISFSI) as the director
of the research program there. Our research projects focus
broadly helping firefighters do their jobs more safely, live life in
a healthy manner, and importantly more effectively. I got
involved in Firefighter Cancer Cohort Study through Dr. Jeff
Burgess, as we have worked together in this area since 2010. I
have been able to get involved since the first grant was
awarded and it has been a pleasure watching it grow. There
are a lot of reasons to be involved in FFCCS. First of all this is
research that is necessary and important for the fire service.
The opportunity to collaborate with different researchers the
University of Miami and the University of Arizona and other
locations across the country. With expertise that are really
interesting and bring really unique perspective. Learning what
the different realities are in Boston fires versus Miami fires
versus Tucson fires or the departments at the airports in
Seattle, Portland or Alaska. So all of these different aspects
bring a unique view into both the fire service and firefighter
research. I look forward to seeing the evolution of both the
firefighter service and the FFCCS. 

The different technologies and materials that are being
developed constantly are affecting the fire services in terms of
how they need to responds and what are some of the risks
that are involved in those responses. So the fire service
constantly needs prepared and ready to respond to those
community risks. As a result of that there will be new risks that
studies such as the FFCCS will help to understand and see how
we can reduce some of the risks and at least further
understand what some of the risks are so that the fire service
is able to address the community concerns. I appreciate the
opportunity to collaborate with the group. It is great to learn
and to continuously learn from the fire services and from the
various different researchers that are engaged. I think this a
really unique project to allow that communication across the
line from researcher to firefighter and then firefighter back to
researcher. It is a pleasure and I am glad that this cohort is has
been able to come together in a way that supports that
process. 

Gavin Horn

Shoutout to Our FFCCS
Scientists and Firefighters

 

Brian Gordon 

Pictured: Gavin Horn

Brian Gordon is a Fire Investigator with the Palm Beach
County Bomb & Arson Task Force. His work includes
employing all elements of the scientific method as the
operating analytical process in conducting origin and cause
investigations, which includes criminal fire investigations and
special investigations assigned by the Fire Marshal. 

We wanted to shoutout and thank Brian Gordon for his hard
work and assistance the past few months in coordinating and
setting up locations for data collection for Florida Fire
Investigators for the FFCCS Expansion Study Enrollment.
Thank you, Brian! 

Pictured: Brian Gordon



The Data Coordinating Center (DCC) of the national Fire
Fighter Cancer Cohort Study is responsible for the
design, development, implementation and evaluation 
 framework for a multicenter prospective cohort study
of firefighters and cancer risk, including standardized
participant survey data collection tools and analysis
protocols sufficient to address the short- and long-term
study objectives as well as linkage with long-term
outcome data including cancer development.  

The FCSN was founded in 2005 and has been providing support and
assistance to cancer-stricken firefighters since 2005. 

The vision of the FCSN is to be a global leader in firefighter cancer support,
awareness, and education. The mission is to assist firefighters and EMS

providers and immediate families diagnosed with cancer by providing badge
to badge support, training, and guidance

For more information about FCSN please visit:
https://firefightercancersupport.org/
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The DCC consists of staff from various
academic and research institutions
including: University of Miami, University
of Arizona, and the National Disease
Research Interchange
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The DCC recently enrolled Fire Investigators into the
Expansion study. This included fire investigators from all

over South Florida: Palm Beach County, Broward County,  
Miami Dade County, and more. We are looking forward

to enrolling more Fire Investigators. If you are interested
in enrolling. Please contact us at: www.ffccs.org 

The FFCCS Expansion  study is
the latest project that we

coordinated this month at Palm
Beach Fire Rescue. With the

help of Brian Gordon we had a
great turn out! We enrolled
several fire investigators. 
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EXCLUSIVE SNEAK PEAK INTO CHIEF SAM
EATON'S INTERVIEW WITH DR. JACKIE

GOODRICH ON HER RECENT PUBLICATION

This month we had the honor of setting
up an interview with Chief Sam Eaton
from Palm Beach County Fire Rescue and
the Florida Firefighter Safety
Collaborative, and Dr. Jackie Goodrich
from the University of Michigan. Simi
Oduwole, Research Support Specialist
from University of Miami was the
moderator. 

Dr. Goodrich and Chief Eaton spoke about
the focus of her research, which is
analyzing biological factors in firefighters.
Her research looked at a group of
firefighters and identified a series of genes
processes that lead to cancer. 

Chief Eaton: “Are you seeing the same type
of genetic differences outside of the fire
services population related to ethnicity in
the biomarkers?” 

Dr. Goodrich: “Yes that is a great question.
There have been others studies done in the
general population that do the same kind
of thing and we do see difference by ethnics
and racial groups. We think this could be
important not only for fire fighters but
possibly for the general population too.”

For the full video interview, please visit:
https://www.ffccs.org/. 

To read Dr. Jackie Goodrich's publication,
please visit:
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177
/25168657211006159

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournals.sagepub.com%2Fdoi%2Ffull%2F10.1177%2F25168657211006159&data=04%7C01%7Csoo12%40med.miami.edu%7C8fb46390e2da4ec1825108d9067bf445%7C2a144b72f23942d48c0e6f0f17c48e33%7C0%7C0%7C637547951725346833%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=eQ%2FXAg5NhwG0bbunT8nlm5DxNuko6dAQPEyTSUjAktE%3D&reserved=0


The OPB is looking forward to having a meeting at the
upcoming firefighter cancer conference on June 10-
12, 2021. This might be a hybrid of both in person
and virtual, contingent on pandemic related issues.
We are working on the current agenda for this
meeting, and are open to any issues you might have
to add to be addressed. We welcome pre-meeting
guidance and questions from OPB and non-OPB
members alike. 

Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) Firefighters:
Biomarkers of Exposure and Effect
The FFCCS: WUI firefighters study is an on-going component of the overarching FFCCS research project. Due to
the exposure from burning vegetation, WUI firefighters experience structural firefighting exposures without
wearing the PPE used in a structural response, or ability to follow decontamination practices reccomended for
structural fire response. The goal of this subgroup to estimate acute WUI firefighter exposures, assess chronic
WUI firefighter exposures, and evaluate epigenetic changes  (differences in DNA methylation and micro RNA
expression) across one fire season. Anticipated impact of the study to to understand the types of chemicals,
their routes of exposures, concentrations levels that firefighters are exposed to understand the full extent of
health risks for WUI firefighters 

The goal of CAPS to address the gap in knowledge about cancer exposures and risk factors among
volunteer firefighters and understand how they resemble or differ from those of career firefighters.
This information is vital to planning effective risk reduction strategies for this understudied majority of
the US fire service. The objective of CAPS is to characterize cancer risk and prevention activities among
volunteer firefighters in order to inform long-term risk reduction.

S A V E  T H E  D A T E  -  2 0 2 1  N A T I O N A L
F I R E F I G H T E R  C A N C E R  S Y M P O S I U M

CAPS Volunteer
Firefighters  

FFCCS Research Projects


